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are within reach of an inquisitive Clerk of Legation. Wrong often enough, even in regard to external particulars, how much more as to internal;—and will need checking, as we go along.
Demon speaks first of Friedrich's stature, 6ft. Gin. (as we know better than this Demon); 'pretty well proportioned, not handsome, and oven something of awkward (gauche), acquired by a constrained bearing' (head slightly off the perpendicular, acquired by his flute, say the better-informed). 'Is of the greatest politeness. Pine tone of voice,—fine even in swearing, which is as common with him as with a grenadier,' adds this Demon ; not worth attending to, on such points.
' Has never had a nightcap' (sleeps bareheaded; in his later times, would sleep in his hat, which was always soft as duffel, kneaded to softness as its first duty, and did very well): ' Never a nightcap, dressing-gown, or pair of slippers' (true) ; c only a kind of cloth cloak ' (not quite), 'much worn and very dirty, for being powdered in. The whole year round he goes in the uniform of his First Battalion of Guards :—blue with red facings, button-hole trimmings in silver, frogs at the inner end ; his coat buttons close to the shape; waistcoat is plain yellow' (straw-colour); 'hat' (three-cornered) 'has edging of Spanish lace, white plume' (horizontal, resting on the lace all round) : ' boots on his legs all his life. He cannot walk with shoes ' (pooh, you—!).
' He rises daily at five:'—No, he doesn't at all ! In fact, we had better clap the lid on this Demon, ill-informed as to all these points ; and, on such suggestion, give the real account of them, distilled from Preuss, and the abundant authentic sources.
Preuss says (if readers could but remember him) : ' An Almanac lies on the King's Table, marking for each day what specific duties the day will bring. From five to six hours of sleep: in summer he rises about three, seldom after four; in winter perhaps au hour later. In his older time, seven hours sleep came to be the stipulated quantity ; and he would sleep occasionally eight hours or even nine, in certain medical predicaments. Not so in his younger years : four A.M. and five, the sot hours then. Summer and winter, fire is lighted for him a quarter of an hour before. King rises ; gets into his clothes : "stockings, breeches, boots, he did sitting on the bed " (for one loves to be particular) ; the rest in front of the fire, in standing posture. Washing followed ; more compendious than his Father's used to be.
'Letters specifically to his address, a courier (leaving Berlin, 9 P.M.) had brought him in the dead of night: these, on the instant of the King's calling " Here !" a valet in the antechamber brought in to Mm,